


Why Should People Be 
Concerned?

Microwave Surveillance

From Government and

Commercial Satellites



Early Surveillance from Satellites
KH-9 photographic satellites were the first 

satellites to provide a view of activity behind 
the Iron Curtain. 

After making their overhead passes and taking rolls 
of pictures, the film recovery capsule would be 
jettisoned and dropped for surface recovery.





Surveillance from Satellites
Microwave Surveillance from space has been 

conducted by governmental agencies and 
corporate entities using government and 

commercial communications satellites against 
unsuspecting citizens since the 1970õs.



Surveillance from Satellites
Total Number of Satellites-1,738

LEO Satellites- 1,071

MEO-97

Elliptical-39

GEO-531

United States Satellites-803

(includes launches through 8/31/17)



ÅIn October of 1945, Arthur C. Clarke reasoned 
that if a satellite were positioned high enough 
above the Earthõs equator, its orbit could be 

matched by the rotation of the Earth.   In 
recognition of his pioneering vision, this band 
of outer space òreal estateó is called the 

Clarke Orbit.



ÅA Geosynchronous Satellite is much like a 
broadcasting tower 22,300 miles high, an 

automatic relay station that can transmit into a 
coverage area, òthe Footprint,ó which 

encompasses up to 42.4 percent of the Earthõs 
surface.






